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Could you provide the information to show a list of which hospitals within your trust have the relevant equipment to treat patients who refuse blood and blood components (such as Jehovah’s Witnesses) in an emergency situation?

To give you an example, should a Jehovah’s Witness be involved in an accident and they were bleeding out, which hospital(s) in your trust would have the facilities available to treat them in accordance with their beliefs regarding no blood transfusions? This would be hospitals with a cell salvage machine at the very least on site, for example.


St Helens and Knowsley Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust and Southport and Ormskirk Hospital NHS Trust became a single legal entity known as Mersey and West Lancashire Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust on 1st July 2023, as such parts of the response may be provided in two sections relating to the hospital sites of each of the legacy organisations.

Ormskirk, Southport and Whiston Hospitals all have cell salvage machines on site for use in emergencies and elective surgery.
St Helens Hospital does not have an emergency department and does not deal with any emergency patients. They only perform elective procedures that are not considered to be high-blood loss. Therefore, they are not required to have cell salvage on site.

The Trust policy ‘Consent for blood component and blood product transfusion and management of patients refusing consent’ is available on the Trust intranet and the policy is explained by the Transfusion Practitioners during teaching sessions for all relevant staff. 
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